NOTICES

The story of this transformation from small to
enormous is nonetheless fascinating, particularly
because, at each stage, the potential to move further
away from medicine’s ethical roots undoubtedly
intensifies. The transformation, and its aftermath,
provide an opportunity to reflect on what has been
gained by the shift.

The Privatization of Health Care Reform offers im-
portant insights into the importance of this trans-
formation. Professor Bloche, whose work has been
widely recognized, has assembled important anal-
yses that will be useful to both students and teach-
ers of health care policy (the book is definitely not
for beginners). This book covers many matters,
from the laws that enabled the sea change to occur
to the way in which the new system has been able to
avoid regulation as successfully as its predecessor
did. Chapters are devoted to the use of explicit fi-
nancial incentives to shape health care practice; the
role of not-for-profit institutions in the new world
of managed care; the future of public, hospital-
based teaching programs; and the role of antitrust
principles in fostering transparency and competi-
tion in health care.

One wishes that Professor Bloche had included
a chapter on the deeper meaning of these changes
for persons without health insurance and for pa-
tients whose health needs exceed the coverage
norms available through health insurance plans.
For example, the chapter on antitrust principles
considers “any willing provider” laws (which re-
quire managed-care organizations to admit onto
their panels any provider willing to accept their
terms and conditions) to be anticompetitive inter-
ference that threatens the ability of the managed-
care organizations to manage costs. In the eyes of
policymakers concerned with the access to health
care of very sick patients, an “any willing provider”
statute could mean the difference between being in-
sured and being uninsured for certain forms of spe-
cialty care that might otherwise be excluded from
an insurer’s network.

The book also does not ponder whether, in the
long run, the market frenzy that characterized the
American health care system in the 1990s ultimate-
ly contributed to the system’s eventual crash and,
with that crash, a return to double-digit inflation,
the invention of new insurance “products” that
merely erode coverage further, and another sizable
upturn in the number of persons who are not in-

sured. One hopes that Professor Bloche will ex-
plore these issues in a future effort.
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CORRECTION

A Randomized Trial of Aspirin to Prevent Colorectal Adenomas in
Patients with Previous Colorectal Cancer (March 6, 2003;348:883-
90). As a participating institution, the Memorial Sloan-Kettering Can-
cer Center, New York, should have been included in the Appendix
on page 888.

NOTICES

Notices submitted for publication should contain a mail-
ing address and phone number of a contact person or depart-
ment. We regret we are unable to publish all notices received.
Notices also appear on the Journal’s Web site (http:|jwww.
nejm.org/meetings). The listings can be viewed in their
entirety or searched by location, month, or key word.

BAYLOR COLLEGE OF MEDICINE

The following courses will be offered: “Acute Care Pediatrics —
Review and Update of the State of the Art” (Hilton Head Island,
S.C., June 9-13) and “Imaging Perspective IX: Advances in Clinical
Sonography” (Houston, Oct. 4 and 5).

Contact Office of CME, Baylor College of Medicine, 1709 Dryden,
Suite 534, Houston, TX 77030; or call (713) 798-8237; or fax (713)
798-7955; or see http://www.bcm.tme.edu/cme; or e-mail cme@
bem.tme.edu.

67TH ANNUAL SURGERY COURSE

The course, entitled “Advances in Breast, Endocrine, and Can-
cer Surgery,” will be offered in Minneapolis, June 11-13. It is pre-
sented by the Department of Surgery of the University of Minne-
sota Medical School.

Contact Office of CME, University of Minnesota, 190 McNamara
Alumni Center, 200 Oak St., SE, Minneapolis, MN 55455; or call
(800) 776-8636 (national) or (612) 626-7600 (Minnesota); or fax
(612) 626-7766; or see http://www.med.umn.edu/cme.

CONCEPTS OF MR AND CT IMAGING

The course will be offered in Kiawah Island, S.C., June 16-20.
It is hosted by the Duke University Medical Center, Department of
Radiology, Center for in Vivo Microscopy.

Contact Sally Zimney, Duke Center for in Vivo Microscopy, Cam-
pus Box 3302, Duke University Medical Center, Durham, NC 27710;
or call (919) 684-7758; or e-mail sally.zimney@duke.edu; or fax
(919) 684-7158; or see http://[wwwcivm.mc.duke.edu.

ROOSEVELT ISLAND HISTORICAL SOCIETY

The Roosevelt Island Historical Society is seeking physicians
who worked on the New York City island as students, interns, and
residents to learn about their experiences. The island was known
as Welfare Island until 1973.

Contact Judith Berdy, Roosevelt Island Historical Society, 575
Main St., Roosevelt Island, NY 10044; or call (212) 688-4836; or
e-mail rooseveltislandhistory@usa.com.
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