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rected toward the more common areas of urologic
oncology. The book purposely avoids esoteric topics
and focuses instead on day-to-day clinical problems.

The authors, principally from Europe and North
America, are recognized experts. With few excep-
tions, most proceed according to an apparent tem-
plate, which makes for easy reference. Where there
are geographic differences in treatment, the editors
have attempted to present both sides objectively. For
this reason, the reader has a sense of regional biases
and the arguments supporting them.

The flow of information is simple, logical, and
intuitive. The format is uniform: each chapter covers
incidence, etiology, epidemiology, natural history,
pathology, presentation, diagnosis, and staging,
as well as the various treatment options available.
There are brief descriptions of the various surgical
procedures and their outcomes, but there is no in-
depth discussion of surgical technique, since the
book is not intended to serve as a surgical atlas.

Except for minor variations among the authors’
presentations, the format remains true to the mis-
sion of the book. Useful teaching aids are provided,
including focused tables, figures, and algorithms
for patient care. I found the algorithms to be highly
useful because they allow the reader to walk through
each clinical scenario in a logical, stepwise fashion.
They will be understandable to and useful for both
the primary care doctor and the specialist. Should
the reader desire to pursue them, in-depth discus-
sions are available in the body of the text and in
the lists of references.

The book has two drawbacks. First, many of the
chapters, lacking the most current information and
references, are already and unavoidably dated. A sec-
ond drawback is the repetition of background in-
formation; with many chapters focused on specific
cancers, there is some redundancy, particularly in
the introductory segments.

This book will not replace the more comprehen-
sive, established textbooks in the area of urologic
cancer. It should, however, appeal to a broad read-
ership because it avoids rare and esoteric topics and
instead addresses urologic cancer in a practical fash-
ion. It should be a welcome reference work in the
medical library as well as in the clinical setting.

Thomas W. Jarrett, M.D.
Johns Hopkins Hospital
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Shattuck Lecture — Diversity of the Immune Repertoire and Immu-
noregulation (March 13, 2003;348:1017-26). On page 1023, in Ta-
ble 1, sirolimus and its principal mode of action should not have
been included. On page 1024, in Figure 5, the humanized antibody
on the right should have been labeled “trastuzumab” rather than
“rituximab,” as printed, in both the figure and the legend.
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american board of independent medical 
examiners

The following courses and exams will be offered in Chicago:
“How to Communicate with Power and Influence: The Keys to
Success for the Expert Witness” (July 11, Oct. 17); “Certification
Review Course and Exam” (July 12 and 13, Oct. 18 and 19);
“Claims Managers Workshop” (July 14); and “Advanced Topics”
(Oct. 20).

Contact Kathi Bernett, American Board of Independent Medical
Examiners, 111 Lions Dr., Suite 217, Barrington, IL 60010; or call
(800) 234-3490 (national) or (847) 277-7902 (Illinois); or see http://
www.abime.org.

university of california, san francisco
The following meetings will be held in San Francisco, unless

otherwise indicated: “Advances in Internal Medicine” (May 19–
23, June 16–20); “Essentials of Women’s Health” (Kamuela, Ha-
waii, June 29–July 4); “Essentials of Primary Care” (North Lake
Tahoe, Calif., Aug. 10–15); “Rheumatology Board Review” (Sept.
18–20); “Internal Medicine Recertification Review” (Oct. 1–5);
“Updates in Perioperative Medicine” (Oct. 1); “Intensive Care
Medicine for the Non-Intensivist” (Oct. 1); “Management of the
Hospitalized Patient” (Oct. 2–4); “Cardiology Update” (Carmel,
Calif., Oct. 2–4); “Pulmonary and Critical Care Medicine” (Oct. 9–
11); “Primary Care Medicine: Principles and Practice” (Oct. 15–
17); “Topics in Emergency Medicine” (Oct. 21–24); “Update in
Electrocardiography and Arrhythmias” (Oct. 25); “Controversies
in Women’s Health” (Dec. 4 and 5); “Advances in Heart Disease”
(Dec. 12–14); and “Medical Management of AIDS” (Dec. 11–13).

Contact Department of Medicine, CME, University of California,
San Francisco, Box 0656, San Francisco, CA 94143-0656; or call
(415) 476-5208; or e-mail cme@medicine.ucsf.edu; or fax (451)
476-3542; or see http://medicine.ucsf.edu/cme.
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