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plants arose from an adaptation of catalase. He as-
tutely points out that Fridovich’s discovery of su-
peroxide dismutase was “the most important dis-
covery in modern biology never to win the Nobel
Prize,” a sentiment with which I heartily concur.

The second half of the book begins with an ex-
cellent chapter on vitamin C, in which the author
appropriately describes the outstanding work of
Mark Levine and quotes Linus Pauling: “I would
trust the biochemistry of a goat over the advice of a
doctor.” But subsequently, there is a mistake: Sue-
Goo Rhee is referred to as a woman, when in fact
he is a man. The rest of the second half, though in-
formative in many places, is chiefly a buildup to the
author’s own theory — namely, that aging itself is
due exclusively to the damage caused by the leak-
age of oxygen radicals from aging mitochondria.

In the course of the book, Lane takes a couple of
shots at scientists for working on little pictures in-
stead of the big picture. He takes little cognizance
of the fact that big pictures, including the cause of
aging, are made by the assembly of little pictures
and that his own theory, probably only in part cor-
rect, was derived from many little pictures. He cites
a few articles that support his idea but none that
oppose it. Despite the inclusion of a small number
of references, the book is not a perfect work of
scholarship.

Butitis not meant to be one. Itis a thought-pro-
voking popularization of evolution and oxygen bio-
chemistry, and I'm glad I read it. Its shortcomings
notwithstanding, I can recommend the book strong-
ly because of its informational content and its breezy
and accessible style. It has to be read, though, with
eyes open.

Bernard M. Babior, M.D., Ph.D.

The Scripps Research Institute
Jolla, CA 92037

Book Reviews Copyright © 2003 Massachusetts Medical Society.

CORRECTION

Enfuvirtide, an HIV-1 Fusion Inhibitor, for Drug-Resistant HIV
Infection in North and South America (May 29, 2003;348:2175-85).
In Table 2 on page 2181, the percentage of patients in the enfu-
virtide group with fewer than 400 copies of HIV-1 RNA per millili-
ter of plasma should have been 37.1, rather than 31.7, as printed.

NOTICES

Notices submitted for publication should contain a mailing
address and telephone number of a contact person or de-
partment. We regret that we are unable to publish all notices
received. Notices also appear on the Journal’s Web site
(www.nejm.org/meetings). The listings can be viewed in
their entirety or searched by location, month, or key word.

BAYLOR COLLEGE OF MEDICINE

The following meetings will be held in Houston: “The 7th An-
nual Optimal Management of the Adult Medicine Patient” (Sept.
18-20); “Imaging Perspective IX: Advances in Clinical Sonogra-
phy” (Oct. 4 and 5); “14th Annual Course in Phacoemulsification”
(Oct. 10 and 11); “Psychopharmacology Update 2003” (Oct. 18 and
19); “11th Annual Update in Infectious Diseases” (Oct. 24); “Tran-
sitions for Youth with Special Care Needs 2003” (Nov. 6-8); “Cur-
rent Neurology 2003” (Nov. 14-16); “1st International Conference
on Heart Failure in Children and Young Adults: From Molecular
Mechanisms to Medical Surgical Strategies” (Dec. 3-6); and “7th
Annual Texas Pediatric Emergency Medicine Conference” (Dec. 5
and 6).

Contact Office of CME, Baylor College of Medicine, 1709 Dryden,
Suite 534, Houston, TX 77030; or call (713) 798-8237; or fax (713)
798-7955; or see http://[www.bcm.tmc.edu/cme; or e-mail cme@
bem.tme.edu.

JOHNS HOPKINS UNIVERSITY

The following courses will be offered in Baltimore, unless oth-
erwise indicated: “29th Annual Topics in Gastroenterology and
Liver Disease: Medical and Surgical Aspects” (Sept. 22—-24); “Primer
on Sleep Disorders for the Primary Care Physician” (Oct. 3 and 4);
“5th Annual Cardiology Update” (Captiva Island, Fla., Oct. 9-11);
“12th Annual Lipid Disorders Training Center Programs” (Oct. 9—-
11; Advanced Update, Nov. 1); “31st Annual Current Topics in Ger-
iatrics” (Oct. 16-18); “4th Annual Topics in Psychiatry” (Nov. 7 and
8); “14th Annual Neurology for the Primary Practitioner” (Dec. 6);
“21st Annual Medical and Surgical Gastroenterology — A Multi-
disciplinary Approach” (Snowmass, Colo., Jan. 25-29); “20th An-
nual Computed Body Tomography 2004: The Cutting Edge” (Orlan-
do, Fla., Feb. 12-15); “PET/CT and SPECT/CT Imaging in Medical,
Radiation, Surgical, and Nuclear Oncology” (March 19 and 20); and
“Pain Management Grand Rounds” (Online, ongoing through
March).

Contact Office of CME, Johns Hopkins University School of Med-
icine, Turner 20, 720 Rutland Ave., Baltimore, MD 21205-2195; or
call (410) 955-2959; or e-mail cmenet@jhmi.edu; or fax (410) 955-
0807; or see http://www.hopkinscme.org.

UNIVERSITY OF MINNESOTA

A course entitled “Transplant Immunosuppression 2003: The
Continuing Challenges” will be held in Minneapolis, Oct. 1-4. The
course is sponsored by the Division of Colon and Rectal Surgery
and the Department of Surgery of the University of Minnesota
Medical School.

Contact CME, University of Minnesota, Suite 190, 200 Oak St. SE,
Minneapolis, MN 55455; or call (800) 776-8636 or (612) 626-7600;
or fax (612) 626-7766; or see http://www.med.umn.edu/cme; or
e-mail cmereg@umn.edu.
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