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six-year-old boy was admitted to the hospital with an acute

 

abdomen. He had a rectal perforation and two groups of lesions on his right
leg. Neither he nor his foster parents had an explanation for the perforation,

but all three of them said the marks on his leg were from dog bites. Human bite marks
(Panel A) are usually superficial abrasions or contusions. Humans have four incisors in
each dental arch and short canines. The incisors leave rectangular marks, and the ca-
nines leave triangular marks. The arch is elliptical or oval. In contrast, dogs have six inci-
sors and long, curved canines. Their arch is long, with a short, straight anterior segment.
The bite configuration is not oval. Dogs’ canines can leave deep punctures, with tissue
tearing (Panel B).

Child Protective Services was notified of the boy’s inadequately explained injuries,
and he was moved to a different foster home. The ability to recognize human bite marks
is important for all physicians.
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