NOTICES

techniques for evaluating skeletal muscle, includ-
ing newer techniques such as magnetic resonance
imaging (MRI), computed tomography, and dual-
energy x-ray absorptiometry. Discussions often
cover experimental approaches, such as infrared
spectroscopy in patients with mitochondrial myop-
athies.

About 40 percent of the body mass is skeletal
muscle, and the diverse chapters in this book sug-
gest the wide range of physicians who would bene-
fit from some knowledge of muscle disorders. For
example, the chapters about changes in the skeletal
muscle of patients with heart, renal, or liver disease
should be of interest to internists, and geriatricians
might be interested in the chapters about the bio-
chemical aspects of aging muscle and methods for
increasing muscle strength in the elderly. As a long-
distance runner, I found it relevant that an increase
in the MB fraction of creatine kinase in the serum
after a muscle strain could indicate damage to the
skeletal, not heart, muscle, because slow-twitch fi-
bers have elevated levels of creatine kinase MB af-
ter a muscle insult.

Beyond the variation in the quality and clarity of
writing that is to be expected in a multiauthored
textbook, the weaknesses of the book are poor ed-
iting and poor organization. One might expect the
initial chapter to deal with normal muscle anatomy
and physiology. Instead, it discusses metabolic my-
opathies. There is a good, basic, but brief discussion
of normal muscle anatomy and physiology, but it
appears relatively late in the book in a chapter about
electromyography.

In general, the organization of the chapters does
not reflect a thoughtful approach to a target audi-
ence. Indeed, it is unclear who the target audience
is. This book is not an introductory textbook, in
terms of either its organization or its content. The
material is not detailed enough for basic scientists.
For clinicians, the discussions are of inconsistent
value. Electron-microscopical and MRI findings of
oculopharyngeal dystrophy are shown, but there is
no clinical presentation. Even in valuable clinical
chapters, the discussion of therapy is often limited
and is not always compensated for by a separate
chapter discussing immunomodulating treatments.
The chapter on the effects of scleroderma on skele-
tal muscle is interesting but seems out of balance
for the clinician, because some basic clinical de-
scriptions are missing.

The book contains interesting material and is

based on an excellent idea. I hope that in future
editions, the editors will correct the obvious defi-
ciencies.

Morris A. Fisher, M.D.

Hines Veterans Affairs Hospital
Hines, IL 60141
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CORRECTION

Frequency of Uterine Contractions and the Risk of Spontaneous
Preterm Delivery (January 24, 2002;346:250-5). In Table 2 on page
253, the lower limit of the confidence interval for the odds ratio
associated with a cervical length of less than or equal to 25 mm at
22 to 24 weeks of gestation should have been 2.6, rather than 12.6,
as printed.

NOTICES

Notices submitted for publication should contain a mail-
ing address and phone number of a contact person or depart-
ment. We regret we are unable to publish all notices received.
Notices also appear on the Journal’s Web site (http:|jwww.
nejm.org[meetings). The listings can be viewed in their
entirety or searched by location, month, or key word.

ASSOCIATION OF REPRODUCTIVE HEALTH
PROFESSIONALS

The “40th Anniversary Clinical Conference” will be held in La
Jolla, Calif., Sept. 10-13.

Contact ARHP Conference, P.O. Box 99, Manasquan, NJ 08736;
or call (202) 466-3825; or fax (732) 255-2926; or see http:/[www.
arhp.org/conferences; or e-mail conferences@arhp.org.

EUROPEAN SOCIETY OF CONTRACEPTION

The 7th ESC seminar, entitled “Contraceptive Practice in Eu-
rope: Differences in Availability and Accessibility,” will be held in
Budapest, Hungary, Sept. 12 and 13.

Contact ESC Central Office, c/o Orgo-Med, Essenestraat 77,
B-1740 Ternat, Belgium; or call (32) 2 582 08 52; or fax (32) 2 582 55
15; or e-mail esccentraloffice@contraception-esc.com; or see http://
Wwww.contraception-esc.com/.

THE ANNUAL INTENSIVE COURSE ON MEDICAL ETHICS

The course will be offered in London, Sept. 15-19.

Contact Bang Nong, Centre for Professional Development, Impe-
rial College London, Room 318 Sherfield Building, London SW7
2AZ, United Kingdom; or call (44) 20 7594 6882; or fax (44) 20 7594
6883; or e-mail cpd@imperial.ac.uk; or see http://www.imperial.
ac.uk/cpd/medeth.htm.

SECOND INTERNATIONAL CONFERENCE

ON THROMBOSIS AND HEMOSTASIS ISSUES IN CANCER
The conference will be held in Bergamo, Italy, Sept. 19-21.
Contact Matteo Salvi, Centro Congressi Giovanni XXIII, Viale Papa

Giovanni XXIII, 106, 24121 Bergamo, Italy; or call (39) 35 358937;

or see http://www.bergamoconference.com; or fax (39) 35 236474;

or e-mail infocon@congresscenter.bg.it.
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