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o r i g i n a l  a r t i c l e

 

A Paclitaxel-Eluting Stent in Coronary Artery Disease

 

Coated-stent technolo-
gy has emerged as an 
important advance in 
the prevention of reste-
nosis after coronary 
stenting. This clinical 
trial shows that, as 
compared with a bare-
metal stent, a polymer-
based, paclitaxel-coated 

stent substantially reduces the rate of restenosis after stenting.

Previous studies have shown that a sirolimus-eluting stent is also very 
effective in reducing restenosis, and it will be important to conduct trials 
directly comparing the two types of stents.

 

see p. 221; perspective, p. 211
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original article

 

Antiplatelet Therapy 
in Percutaneous Coronary 
Intervention

 

Antiplatelet therapy is used as an ad-
junct in patients undergoing coronary 
angioplasty and stenting in order to re-
duce the incidence of ischemic com-
plications and improve the outcome. 
In this study of elective coronary stent-
ing, patients were pretreated with as-
pirin and clopidogrel and then ran-
domly assigned to receive the 
glycoprotein IIb/IIIa inhibitor abcix-
imab or placebo. Abciximab added no 
benefit to the combination of aspirin 
and clopidogrel.

If patients undergoing elective coro-
nary stenting are pretreated with aspi-
rin and clopidogrel, they need not also 
receive abciximab; this simplifies anti-
platelet therapy.

 

see p. 232; editorial, p. 277

 

original article

 

Immunoproliferative Small 
Intestinal Disease Associated 
with 

 

Campylobacter jejuni

 

Immunoproliferative small intestinal 
disease is a type of gastrointestinal 
lymphoma that responds to antibiot-
ics and may be triggered by a bacterial 
pathogen. The authors identified 

 

Campylobacter jejuni

 

 in gastrointesti-
nal-tissue samples from a patient with 
immunoproliferative small intestinal 
disease. The pathogen was no longer 
detectable eight days after treatment 
with antibiotics. Campylobacter was 
also found in archival tissue samples 
from four of six additional patients 
with immunoproliferative small intes-
tinal disease.

This study provides preliminary evi-
dence that 

 

C. jejuni

 

 may trigger im-
munoproliferative small intestinal 
disease.

 

see p. 239; perspective, p. 213

 

original article

 

Antiparasitic Treatment of Cerebral 
Cysticercosis

 

Neurocysticercosis is a major cause of 
seizures worldwide. This double-blind 
trial of a 10-day course of albendazole 
included 30 months of follow-up. With 
the antiparasitic treatment there was 
some reduction in the number of par-
tial seizures and a significant reduc-
tion in the number of seizures with 
generalization.

The use of antiparasitic treatment in 
neurocysticercosis may remain con-
troversial. The treatment is safe, but 
there are benefits in only some of 
those who receive it.

 

see p. 249; editorial, p. 280; 
perspective, p. 215

 

clinical practice

 

Obsessive–Compulsive Disorder

 

A 33-year-old woman presents with a 
seven-year history of hand washing for 
two to six hours a day, as well as urges 
to check doors and stoves extensively 
before leaving her home. Her life is re-
stricted, and her family members are 
upset about her behavior. How should 
she be evaluated and treated?

 

see p. 259

 

health policy report

 

Medical Malpractice

 

This Health Policy Report describes 
the malpractice system in the United 
States, examines its shortcomings, 
and analyzes the forces that have led 
to past and current malpractice crises. 
The authors review options for reform 
of the U.S. malpractice system. Con-
ventional tort reforms include caps on 
damages, limits on attorneys’ fees, 
and shortening of the statute of limita-
tions. Experts have also proposed 
major system reforms, such as enter-
prise liability or administrative com-
pensation.

 

see p. 283

 

special report

 

Tobacco Control in the Wake of 
the Master Settlement Agreement

 

This Special Report discusses the im-
plications of the 1998 Master Settle-
ment Agreement between the states 
and the tobacco industry. In the con-
text of current state budget crises, a 
decreasing proportion of the settle-
ment dollars is being spent on pro-
grams to reduce smoking. This report 
presents an overview of local, state, 
and federal tobacco-control policies 
and reviews recent developments fo-
cused on taxation, smoking cessation, 
bans on smoking in public areas, and 
international trade policies.

 

see p. 293
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