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Hypoglossal-Nerve Palsy

Dimitrios |. Zafeiriou, SIX-YEAR-OLD BOY WAS BROUGHT TO THE EMERGENCY DEPARTMENT
M.D., Ph.D. because of acute speech difficulties. Five days previously, a low-grade fever,
Evangelos Pavlou, M.D. sore throat, and malaise had developed. The day before presentation, difficul-

ties in articulation of speech and tongue movements had developed. The findings on
neurologic examination were unremarkable except for left-sided hypoglossal-nerve pal-
sy and associated dysarthria. The results of the clinical and laboratory evaluations were
consistent with the presence of infectious mononucleosis. Cranial-nerve palsy is a rare
complication of acute infectious mononucleosis in childhood.
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