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IMAGES IN CLINICAL MEDICINE

Congenital Lymphedema
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FULL-TERM INFANT BORN TO AWOMAN (GRAVIDA 1, PARA 1) WITH A HISTORY OF GESTATIONAL DIABETES

presented with edema of the right leg (Panel A). When the infant was one week of age, lymphoscintigraphy (Panel B)

showed prompt migration of the radiopharmaceutical agent from the left foot to the inguinal lymph nodes, but
there was no migration in the right leg. There was no evidence of a lymph channel. The findings on this scan suggested the
presence of congenital aplasia of the lymph system in the right leg. Subsequent magnetic resonance imaging (Panel C) re-
vealed some patchy infiltration of the subcutaneous fat in the posterior aspect of the right thigh, with nearly complete in-
volvement of the right calf and without obvious muscular involvement. These findings supported the diagnosis of congen-
ital lymphedema. When the infant was four and a half months of age, her right calf and foot were debulked with soft-tissue
reconstruction (Panel D).
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