
 

n engl j med 

 

351;18

 

www.nejm.org october 

 

28, 2004

 

1813

 

This 
Week 
in the 
Journal

 

o c t o b e r  2 8 ,  2 0 0 4

 

The

 

 new england journal 

 

of

 

 medicine

 

correspondence

 

1905 

 

Fluid Resuscitation in the Inten-
sive Care Unit

 

1908

 

 Doxorubicin-Induced Myocardial 
Injury

 

1909 

 

Rituximab for Rheumatoid 
Arthritis

 

1910

 

 Arterial Thrombosis in Systemic 
Lupus Erythematosus

 

1911

 

 Drug Therapy in Alzheimer’s 
Disease

 

1913

 

 Dislocation of the Lenses

 

1914 

 

Ventricular Tachycardia Compli-
cating Alcohol Septal Ablation

 

book reviews

 

1916

 

 The Pericardium

 

1917

 

 Valvular Heart Disease

 

1918 

 

Oncogenomics: Molecular 
Approaches to Cancer

 

1918

 

 Diabetes and Cardiovascular 
Disease: Integrating Science 
and Clinical Medicine

 

continuing medical education

 

1921

 

 Multiple Myeloma

 

1922

 

 Effect of Reducing Interns’ 
Weekly Work Hours on Sleep 
and Attentional Failures

 

1923

 

 Clinical Features and Prognostic 
Factors in Adults with Bacterial 
Meningitis

 

Next Week

 

in the Journal

 

n o v e m b e r  4 ,  2 0 0 4  

 

Childbearing in 
Older Women

 

Linda Heffner

 

original article

 

Extended Work Hours 
and Attentional Failures of Interns

 

This study assessed interns’ sleep 
while working in intensive care units 
(ICUs) on a traditional schedule (every-
third-night call) and on an intervention 
schedule that limited scheduled work 
to no more than 16 consecutive hours. 
The intervention schedule required 
four, rather than three, interns in the 
ICU. As confirmed by polysomnogra-
phy, interns slept more and had fewer 
attentional failures on the intervention 
schedule.

Interns working in ICUs were more 
attentive during night work when their 
schedule was modified to reduce work 
hours and eliminate long shifts.

 

see p. 1829; perspectives, p. 1822 
and p. 1824; editorial, p. 1884; 
cme, p. 1922

 

original article

 

Extended Work Hours and Serious 
Medical Errors by Interns

 

In this study of interns’ errors in the 
ICU, interns made 36 percent more 
serious errors when working on a tra-
ditional schedule (every-third-night 
call) than when working on a sched-
ule that limited scheduled work to ap-
proximately 16 consecutive hours. 
Most errors were intercepted or did 
not harm patients.

 

see p. 1838; perspectives, p. 1822 
and p. 1824; editorial, p. 1884
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