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current understanding of obesity took root, a cult
of thinness had developed, from which we have not
yet emerged. Eighteenth-century critics shared our
contemporary concern about overpopulation. Wil-
liam Godwin trusted individuals to solve the prob-
lem, believing that as medicine enabled people to
live forever, sexual urges would abate and reproduc-
tion would thus cease.

Perhaps the most poignant part of this book
comes in Porter’s discussion of the great historian
and autobiographer Edward Gibbon, author of the
classic, six-volume Decline and Fall of the Roman Em-
pire. Gibbon suffered from a whole host of painful
and obvious ailments. But those ailments were
merely of the body, subordinate to the life of the en-
lightened mind. Gibbon did not believe in an im-
mortal soul, but he hoped that his Memoirs would
mean that “one day his mind [would] be familiar to
the grandchildren of those who are yet unborn.”
As Porter observed, “His mind will thus live on”
through his immortal words. One could make the
same observation for the words of Roy Porter, and
for that we all should be very thankful.
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University of Michigan
Ann Arbor, MI 48104
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Book Reviews Copyright © 2004 Massachusetts Medical Society.

Sex Determination and Differentiation (January 22, 2004;350:
367-78). On page 373, lines 22 through 25 in the first full para-
graph of the right-hand column should have read, “patients with
a translocation in the distal arm of chromosome 17q near the
SRY-related SOX9 gene and deletions of the distal arm of chromo-
some 9p thought to contain other genes associated with sex re-
versal in lower organisms,’’ rather than “patients with a translo-
cation in the distal arm of chromosome 9p near the SRY-related
SOX9 gene and other genes associated with sex reversal in lower
organisms,” as printed.

Case 5-2004: A 57-Year-Old Man with Slurred Speech and Left
Hemiparesis (February 12, 2004;350:707-16). On page 713, in
the right-hand column, Panels A and B of Figure 5 should have
been transposed. In the same column, line 7 should have read “re-
duce the intracranial contents,” rather than “open the intracranial
contents,” as printed. We regret the errors.

Notices submitted for publication should contain a mailing
address and telephone number of a contact person or depart-
ment. We regret that we are unable to publish all notices re-
ceived. Notices also appear on the Journal’s Web site
(www.nejm.org/meetings). The listings can be viewed in
their entirety or searched by location, month, or key word.

mayo school of cme
The following courses will be offered in Rochester, Minn., un-

less otherwise indicated: “Psychiatric Genomics: Applications for
Clinical Practice” (July 26–30); “2004 Mayo Clinic EUS Course”
(July 29–31); “Mayo Clinic High Risk Emergency Medicine”
(Whistler, B.C., Canada, Aug. 4–7); “Success with Failure: New
Strategies for the Evaluation and Treatment of Congestive Heart
Failure” (Whistler, B.C., Canada, Aug. 8–10); “Selected Topics in
Rheumatology” (Santa Ana Pueblo, N.M., Aug. 14–17); “Mayo
Clinic Lung Cancer Symposium” (Aug. 20–22); “Mayo Clinic Gas-
troenterology and Hepatology Board Review” (Sept. 19–23);
“Mayo Clinic Nutrition in Health and Disease” (St. Paul, Minn.,
Sept. 23 and 24); and “9th Annual Mayo Clinic Cardiovascular Re-
view Course for Cardiology Boards and Recertification” (Oct. 2–7).

Contact Mayo School of CME, 200 First St. SW, Rochester, MN
55905; or call (800) 323-2688 (national) or (507) 284-2509 (Minne-
sota); or fax (507) 284-0532; or see http://www.mayo.edu/cme; or
e-mail cme@mayo.edu.

johns hopkins university
The following courses will be offered in Baltimore, unless oth-

erwise indicated: “MDCT at Sea: Advanced Topics in Multidetec-
tor-Row CT Scanning — A Cruise to Alaska” (Vancouver, B.C.,
Canada, Aug. 1–8); “Perioperative Management — In Its 20th Year”
(Aspen, Colo., Aug. 16–19); “6th Annual Cardiology Update” (Cap-
tiva Island, Fla., Oct. 7–9); “32nd Annual Current Topics in Geriat-
rics” (Oct. 14–16); and “13th Annual Lipid Disorders Training Cen-
ter Programs” (Oct. 21–23; Advanced Update, Nov. 13).

Contact Office of CME, Johns Hopkins University School of Med-
icine, Turner 20, 720 Rutland Ave., Baltimore, MD 21205-2195; or
call (410) 955-2959; or e-mail cmenet@jhmi.edu; or fax (410) 955-
0807; or see http://www.hopkinscme.org.

montefiore medical center
The following courses will be offered: “Clinical Neurology for

Psychiatrists” (Los Angeles, Sept. 10–12; New York, Oct. 8–10)
and “Psychiatry for Psychiatrists: The Pre-Test” (Los Angeles,
Sept. 13 and 14; New York, Oct. 11 and 12). The courses are spon-
sored by Montefiore Medical Center–Albert Einstein College of
Medicine.

Contact Montefiore Medical Center, Jerome L. and Dawn Greene
Medical Arts Pavilion, 3400 Bainbridge Ave., 5th Floor, Bronx, NY
10467-2490; or call (718) 920-6676; or see http://www.cnfp.org.

asociación argentina de alergia e inmunología 
clínica

The “XXVIII Annual Meeting” will be held in Buenos Aires,
Aug. 13 and 14.

Contact Asociación Argentina de Alergia e Inmulología Clínica,
Moreno 909 (C1091AAS), Buenos Aires, Argentina; or call (54) 11
4334-7680; or fax (54) 11 4331-7356; or e-mail aaaei@speedy.
com.ar; or see http://www.alergia.org.ar.

digital medicine congress
The congress will be held in Jena, Germany, Sept. 1–4. It is pre-

sented by the Department of Pediatric Surgery, Universitätsklini-
kum Jena.

Contact Conventus Congressmanagement & Marketing GmbH,
Markt 8, 07743 Jena, Germany; or call (49) 3641 35 33 0; or fax (49)
3641 35 33 21; or e-mail post@conventus.de.
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