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chicine. Names sometimes appear inconsistent-
ly, such as “Dr. Karl Landsteiner and his assistant,
E. Popper” (Erwin), and the virologist Flexner’s first
name (Simon) should have been given to avoid con-
fusion with his equally famous brother, Abraham.
Of the rather few typographic errors, the most seri-
ous appears in a reference to Bacterial and Mycotic In-
fections of Man, supposedly edited by “Dubois, RJ”
and published in 1848; René Jules Dubos actually
published this book in 1948.

Eighteen illustrations, all accompanied by de-
scriptive text, are a new feature of this edition. Ref-
erences are given at the end of each chapter, mostly
to secondary sources, and the index is adequate. Al-
though not authoritative, Plagues and Poxes is enter-
taining and concisely offers much information that
is not easily available.

Thomas G. Benedek, M.D.
University of Pittsburgh
Pittsburgh, PA 15261
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Immunosuppressive Drugs for Kidney Transplantation (Decem-
ber 23, 2004;351:2715-29). On page 2720, in Table 2, the mech-
anism of action of azathioprine should have read, “Converts 6-mer-
captopurine to 6-thioinosine-5'-monophosphate,” rather than
“Converts 6-mercaptopurine to tissue inhibitor of metalloprotein-
ase,” as printed. We regret the error.

The Threat of an Avian Influenza Pandemic (January 27, 2005;352:
323-5). On page 324, in Panel B of the figure, the label “Neuramini-
dase inhibitor” should have been attached to a blue oval, rather than
to a gold stalk representing hemagglutinin, as printed. We regret
the error. A corrected version of the figure is available with the
full text of this article on the Journal’s Web site at www.nejm.org. 
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(www.nejm.org/meetings). The listings can be viewed in
their entirety or searched by location, month, or key word.

controversies in diagnosis and treatment 
of lumbar spinal conditions

The course will be offered in Nairobi, Kenya, March 27 and 28.
Contact Shirley Fitzgerald, International Society for the Study of

the Lumbar Spine, 2075 Bayview Ave., Room MG323, Toronto, ON
M4N 3M5, Canada; or call (416) 480-4833; or fax (416) 480-6055; or
e-mail shirley.fitzgerald@sw.ca.

call for applications
The Bravewell Collaborative is accepting applications for its

“Bravewell Leadership Award,” which recognizes leaders of integra-
tive medicine to promote a holistic approach to medicine. Dead-
line for submission is March 31.

Contact Matt Russell, The Bravewell Collaborative, 1818 Oliver
Ave. S., Minneapolis, MN 55405; or call (520) 232-9840; or e-mail
mrussell@russell-group.net; or see http://www.bravewell.org.

american association for cancer education
The “39th Annual Meeting” will be held in Cincinnati, Sept.

15–17. Deadline for submission of abstracts is April 1.
Contact Chris Garrett, University of Cincinnati Conferencing,

51 Goodman Dr., Suite 200, P.O. Box 210031, Cincinnati, OH 45221-
0031; or see http://www.aaceonline.com; or e-mail chris.garrett@
uc.edu.

society of civil war surgeons
The “12th National Convention” will be held in Hartford, Conn.,

April 1–3.
Contact Society of Civil War Surgeons, 539 Bristol Dr., SW, Rey-

noldsburg, OH 43068; or see http://www.civilwarsurgeons.org.

pratt-thomas symposium in surgical pathology 
and mckee seminar in cytology at charleston

The seminar will be held in Charleston, S.C., April 5–9.
Contact Department of Pathology and Laboratory Medicine, Medi-

cal University of South Carolina, 165 Ashley Ave., Suite 309, Charles-
ton, SC 29425; or call (843) 792-8891; or fax (843) 792-8974; or see
http://mckee-seminar.musc.edu; or e-mail houserpa@musc.edu.

anesthesia history association
The “12th Annual Spring Meeting” will be held in Birmingham,

Ala., April 6 and 7.
Contact A.J. Wright, Department of Anesthesiology Library, Uni-

versity of Alabama School of Medicine, 619 19th St. S., JT965, Bir-
mingham, AL 35294-6810; or call (205) 975-0158; or fax (205) 975-
5963; or e-mail ajwright@uab.edu; or see http://www.anes.uab.edu/
aneshist/aha2005.htm.

63rd annual course in allergy and clinical 
immunology

The course will be offered in Minneapolis on April 8.
Contact Office of CME, University of Minnesota, 190 McNamara

Alumni Center, 200 Oak St. SE, Minneapolis, MN 55455; or call
(800) 776-8636 (national) or (612) 626-7600 (Minnesota); or see
http://www.cme.umn.edu.

advances in voice and swallowing treatment
The course will be offered in Burlington, Mass., on April 9.
Contact Lahey Clinic CME Office, 41 Mall Rd., Burlington, MA

01805; or call (781) 744-8969; or fax (781) 744-2930; or see http://
www.lahey.org/cme/.

american society of breast surgeons
The “6th Annual Meeting” will be held in Los Angeles, March

16–20.
Contact Jane Schuster, American Society of Breast Surgeons,

10440 Little Patuxent Parkway, Suite 810, Columbia, MD 21044;
or call (410) 992-5470; or fax (410) 992-5472; or e-mail contact@
breastsurgeons.org; or see http://www.breastsurgeons.org.
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