
n engl j med 354;23 www.nejm.org june 8, 20062520

notices

al differentiation, the historical background and 
discussions of the general physiology of adrenal 
hormone synthesis are exceptional. The section 
on dynamic testing of adrenal-gland function 
— often confusing to practitioners — is a very 
useful inclusion. Similarly, practitioners can rely 
on a discussion of those issues they should con-
sider when counseling the family of a child with 
a disorder of sexual differentiation. The chapter 
on disorders associated with calcium, phosphate, 
parathyroid hormone, and vitamin D elucidates 
the recent understanding of the many genetic and 
biochemical controls of mineral metabolism. The 
chapter on disorders of the posterior pituitary 
gland serves as an excellent guide for diagnosing 
these disorders. Likewise, the final chapter pro-
vides an integrative approach to the evaluation of 
endocrine dysregulation in children with chron-
ic diseases. It also provides a comprehensive re-
view of endocrine treatments for children after 
therapy for various cancers.

Pediatric endocrinology clearly has advanced 
from a descriptive clinical subspecialty to one in 
which the identification and characterization of 
underlying genetic, molecular, or biochemical 
mechanisms of many disorders have prompted 
the development of targeted treatment regimens. 
Of course, the cures for many of the disorders de-
scribed in this book await future discovery. Molec-
ular characterization of these disorders probably 
will lead to the use of gene therapies. By building 
on the successful aspects of Wilkins’s original book 
on pediatric endocrinology and adeptly integrat-
ing the newer points of bench-based research, 
the editors of Principles and Practice of Pediatric Endo-
crinology have produced an excellent resource for 
all those who will be involved in these upcoming 
challenges.

Sharon E. Oberfield, M.D.
Columbia University Medical Center
New York, NY 10032
Book Reviews Copyright © 2006 Massachusetts Medical Society.

corrections

Osteoarthritis of the Knee (February 23, 2006;354:841-8). On 
page 844, the arrowhead in Figure 2 was misplaced. A corrected 
version of the figure is available with the full text of the article 
at www.nejm.org.

Familial Sinus Bradycardia Associated with a Mutation in the 
Cardiac Pacemaker Channel (January 12, 2006;354:151-7). On 
page 154, in Figure 2, Panel B, the label on the x axis should 
have read “0.4 Sec,” rather than “1 Sec,” as printed.
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SOCIETY OF COMPUTED BODY TOMOGRAPHY 
AND MAGNETIC RESONANCE

The “16th Summer Practicum” will be held in Quebec City, Que., 
Canada, Aug. 6–10.

Contact SCBT/MR, c/o Matrix Meetings, P.O. Box 1026, Rochester, 
MN 55903-1026; or call (507) 288-5620.

MONTEFIORE MEDICAL CENTER–ALBERT EINSTEIN 
COLLEGE OF MEDICINE

The following courses will be offered: “Clinical Neurology for 
Psychiatrists” (Los Angeles, Sept. 8–10; New York, Oct. 6–8) and 
“Psychiatry for Psychiatrists: The Pre-Test” (Los Angeles, Sept. 
11 and 12; New York, Oct. 9 and 10). 

Contact Montefiore Medical Center, The University Hospital 
for the Albert Einstein College of Medicine, Jerome L. and Dawn 
Greene Medical Arts Pavilion, 3400 Bainbridge Ave., 5th Fl., Bronx, 
NY 10467-2490; or see http://www.cnfp.org. 

INTENSIVE COURSE ON MEDICAL ETHICS
The annual course will be offered in London, Sept. 18–22. 
Contact Bang Nong, Centre for Professional Development, 

Imperial College, London SW7 2AZ, United Kingdom; or call (44) 
20 7594 6882; or fax (44) 20 7594 6883; or e-mail cpd@imperial.
ac.uk; or see http://www.imperial.ac.uk/cpd/medeth.htm. 

EUROPEAN ORTHODONTIC SOCIETY
The “82nd Congress” will be held in Vienna, July 4–8. 
Contact Ärztezentrale Med. Info, Helferstorferstr. 4, A-1014 

Wien, Austria; or call 43 1 531 16 38; or fax 43 1 531 16 61; or 
e-mail azmedinfo@media.co.at. 

ALLERGY AND ASTHMA RESOURCE FOR CHOOSING 
BEST HEALTH PLANS

The American College of Asthma, Allergy and Immunology 
has developed “A Consumer Checklist for Allergy and Asthma 
Benefits” to advise consumers about the features to look for when 
they enroll in a managed care or insurance program.

The checklist is available online at http://www.acaai.org; or by 
calling the American College of Asthma, Allergy and Immunology 
at (800) 842-7777.

17TH VIDEO-UROLOGY WORLD CONGRESS 
The congress will be held in Bucharest, Romania, June 22–24.
Contact Robert Stoica, Center for Urologic Surgery, Dialysis, 

and Renal Transplantation, Fundeni Clinical Institute, Sos. Fundeni, 
No. 258, Sect. 2, 022328 Bucharest, Romania; or call  or fax 40 21 300 
75 70; or see http://www.videourology2006.ro; or e-mail txfundeni@ 
easynet.ro.
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