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An asymptomatic 19-year-old man underwent a routine outpatient evaluation. he was born 

after a normal pregnancy and delivery. Both parents and two siblings (27 and 25 years of age) were in good 
health. His physical and mental development had been normal. He did not have visual or hearing disturbances. 

He had no history of fractures. The serum calcium, phosphorus, alkaline phosphatase, and creatinine levels were all 
within the normal range. Bone radiology demonstrated osteosclerosis primarily involving the axial and appendicular 
skeleton. A plain radiograph of the spine showed end-plate thickening and sclerosis producing the classic “sandwich 
vertebra” appearance. These findings are typical of osteopetrosis type II (Albers-Schönberg disease).
Copyright © 2006 Massachusetts Medical Society.

Osteopetrosis Type II

Fernando Ruiz-Palomo, M.D., 
Ph.D.

Hospital Universitario Ramón y Cajal
28034 Madrid, Spain

Copyright © 2006 Massachusetts Medical Society. All rights reserved. 
Downloaded from www.nejm.org on December 2, 2009 . For personal use only. No other uses without permission. 


