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Retraction: Sudbø J et al. DNA Content as a Prognostic Marker 
in Patients with Oral Leukoplakia. N Engl J Med 2001;344:1270-8 
and Sudbø J et al. The Influence of Resection and Aneuploidy 

on Mortality in Oral Leukoplakia. N Engl J Med 2004;350:1405-13
Gregory D. Curfman, M.D., Stephen Morrissey, Ph.D., and Jeffrey M. Drazen, M.D. 

On February 9, 2006, we published an Expression 
of Concern1 about two articles we had published 
by Jon Sudbø et al.2,3 In the Expression of Con-
cern, we indicated that we were awaiting the re-
sults of an investigation by Dr. Sudbø’s institution. 
That investigation was undertaken by a commis-
sion appointed by the Rikshospitalet–Radium-
hospitalet Medical Center and the University of 
Oslo. The commission’s report was filed on June 
30, 2006, in Norwegian (http://www.rikshospitalet.
no/content/res_bibl/6621.pdf), and we received 
an official English translation on September 1, 
2006 (see the Supplementary Appendix, available 
with the full text of this article at www.nejm.org).

In early September, we sent copies of the trans-
lated report to all the authors of the two Journal 
articles by Jon Sudbø et al. We asked each au-
thor to respond before September 30, 2006. We 
have now received responses from all authors ex-
cept Asle Sudbø. Each of the responding authors, 

except Jon Sudbø, has indicated that the data that 
form the foundation for the articles have been 
called into question by the findings of the com-
mission, and each of them has requested that 
the articles be retracted. Jon Sudbø alone does 
not agree with the commission’s report. Given 
the weight of evidence offered in the commis-
sion’s report and the requests of most of the au-
thors of the articles, we retract both articles.
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