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Loewi isolated the hearts of two frogs, the first 
with its nerves, the second without nerves. He 
placed them in Ringer’s solution and stimulated 
the vagus nerve of the first heart for a few min-
utes. The Ringer’s solution bathing the first heart 
was transferred to the second heart, and its rate 
of contractions slowed, just as if its vagus nerve 
had been stimulated. In the same way, when the 
“accelerator nerve” was stimulated and the Ringer’s 
solution bathing the first heart was transferred, 
the contractions of the second heart speeded up. 
Chemical transmission of nerve impulses had been 
proved beyond doubt. 

In 1936, Dale and Loewi were awarded the No-
bel Prize in Physiology or Medicine for their work. 
Loewi was forced by the Nazis to emigrate in 1939; 
he eventually became an American citizen.

The Chemical Languages of the Nervous System, writ-
ten by two pharmacologists, does not succeed in 
recounting these events in a straightforward fash-
ion. It is a collection of essays, some of which are 
biographical: eight about Loewi, three about Dale, 
and one about Wilhelm Feldberg, another refugee, 
from Nazi Germany, who discovered the action 
of acetylcholine on striated muscle. The introduc-
tory remarks about each scientist are somewhat 
confusing, and it is not always clear who wrote 
what. The book also seems to have missed the 
hand of a good editor. The biographical accounts 
are followed, in the last part of the book, by a sec-
tion on a variety of transmitter substances. In 
short, the subject is fascinating, but the book 
does not quite measure up.
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correction

Management of Sepsis (October 19, 2006;355:1699-713). On 
page 1706, the second sentence under the heading Activated Pro-
tein C should have read “Therapy with activated protein C (24 μg 
per kilogram per hour for 96 hours) has been reported,” not “24 μg 
per kilogram per minute for 96 hours” as printed. The text has 
been corrected on the Journal’s Web site at www.nejm.org.
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ERASMUS WINTER PROGRAMME
The program will be held in Rotterdam, the Netherlands, Jan. 

22–Feb. 9.
Contact S. de Groot, Erasmus Medical Center, P.O. Box 2040, 

NL-3000 CA, Rotterdam, the Netherlands; or call (31) 10 408 
7669; or e-mail s.degroot@erasmusmc.nl; or fax (31) 10 408 
9462; or see http://www.erasmuswinterprogramme.nl.

FALK FOUNDATION
The following workshops and symposia will be held: “Mor-

phogenesis and Cancerogenesis of the Liver” (Göttingen, Germany, 
Jan. 25 and 26); “Intestinal Inflammation and Colorectal Cancer” 
(Sevilla, Spain, March 23 and 24); “IBD 2007 — Achievement 
in Research and Clinical Practice” (Istanbul, Turkey, May 4 and 
5); “Pathogenesis and Clinical Practice in Gastroenterology” 
(Portorož, Slovenia, June 15 and 16); and “II Falk Gastro-Conference” 
(Dresden, Germany, Oct. 10–14).

Contact Falk Foundation e.V., Congress Division, P.O. Box 
6529, 79041 Frieburg, Germany; or call (49) 761-1514-0; or fax 
(49) 761-1514-359; or e-mail symposia@falkfoundation.de; or 
see http://www.falkfoundation.de.

PRINCIPLES OF DANCE MEDICINE: CLINICAL 
MANAGEMENT OF THE DANCER

The certificate course will be offered in New York in 4 parts: 
“Foundations Course” (Jan. 25 and 26); “Spotlight Course: Spine 
& Upper Extremity” (Jan. 27 and 28); “Spotlight Course: Hip & 
Knee” (July 26 and 27); and “Spotlight Course: Foot & Ankle” (July 
28 and 29).

Contact the Harkness Center for Dance Injuries, NYU Hospital 
for Joint Disease, 301 E. 17th St., New York, NY 10003; or call 
(212) 598-6022; or fax (212) 598-7613; or e-mail harkness@
nyumc.org.

CLEVELAND CLINIC
The following will be offered in Cleveland, unless otherwise 

indicated: “Gamma Knife Radiosurgery Training” (Dec. 4–8, 
2006, Feb. 12–16, June 4–8, Aug. 20–24, Oct. 22–26, Dec. 3–7, 
2007); “1st International Symposium on Stereotactic Body 
Radiation Therapy and Stereotactic Radiosurgery” (Orlando, FL, 
Feb. 23–25; “3rd Annual Pituitary Update Conference” (March 
2); “2007 Neuro-Oncology Symposium: Current Concepts” 
(Oahu, HI, March 9–11); and “Cleveland Spine Review — Hands-
On Course” (July 18–24).

Contact The Cleveland Clinic Foundation, 9500 Euclid Ave., 
Cleveland, OH 44195; or call (800) 223-2273, extension 53449; 
or fax (216) 445-9999; or e-mail tobinm@ccf.org; or see http://
www.clevelandclinic.org/neuroscience/professionals/cme.
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