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on embryology are generally poor and do no ser-
vice to the concise and clear text. In a similar 
way, descriptions of physical examination would 
be better supplemented with photographs and 
diagrams. There is inevitably some repetition, but 
this does not detract from the overall quality of 
the chapters.

Animal models are reviewed in some detail. 
Although they may help to unravel some of the 
intricacies of neural tube closure (given sufficient 
research funding), there has been no genetic con-
tact between the animal model and humans since 
the common ancestor eons ago. If we still share 
the same basic system for neural tube closure, 
this part of the system must be robust and quite 
resistant to change. Weakness in the neural tube 
closure pathway may lie closer to humankind. 
As my daughter (a paleontologist) is fond of point-
ing out, although we humans regard ourselves 
as the pinnacle of evolutionary potential, common 
birth defects such as neural tube defects serve to 
remind us otherwise. With only 3 million years 
of human existence, we may yet prove to be evo-
lutionary failures in the grand scheme.
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Edmonton, AB T6G 2H7, Canada
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corrections

A MicroRNA Signature Associated with Prognosis and Progres-
sion in Chronic Lymphocytic Leukemia (October 27, 2005;353: 
1793-801). On page 1796, in Table 2, the column head “Level of 
Expression in Group 4” and the corresponding footnote should 
have referred to “Group 1.”

Aromatase Inhibitors — A Triumph of Translational Oncology 
(Dec. 29, 2005;353:2807-9). On page 2807, the sentence that 
begins five lines from the bottom of the right-hand column 
should have read, “The Italian Anastrozole Trial (ITA), with a 
median follow-up of 36 months, compared 2 to 3 years of ta-
moxifen followed by 2 to 3 years of anastrozole with 5 years of 
tamoxifen and found that sequential treatment increased re-
current-free survival by 5.8 percentage points,” not “reduced 
recurrent-free survival,” as printed.

The Challenge of Subgroup Analyses — Reporting without Dis-
torting (April 20, 2006;354:1667-9). On page 1668, the formula 
on line 3 of the middle column should have read “1−0.951/K” 
rather than “(1−0.95)1/K,” as printed. We regret the error.

notices
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(www.nejm.org/meetings). The listings can be viewed in 
their entirety or searched by location, month, or key word.

2ND ANNUAL DRUG ABUSE RESEARCH SYMPOSIUM
The symposium will be held in Los Angeles on Aug. 10.
Contact Edwin L. Cabatit, Office of Continuing Medical Edu-

cation, Charles R. Drew University of Medicine and Science, 
1731 E. 120th St., Los Angeles, CA 90059; or fax (323) 563-5918; 
or e-mail sandrawang@cdrewu.edu.

AMERICAN ACADEMY OF NEUROLOGY
The following meetings will be held: “How to Treat Dystonia 

and Spasticity with Botulinum Toxin” (Philadelphia, Aug. 12); 
“2006 AAN Fall Conference” (Washington, D.C., Oct. 13–15); 
and “2007 Annual Meeting” (Boston, April 28–May 5).

Contact American Academy of Neurology, 1080 Montreal 
Ave., Saint Paul, MN 55116; or call (800) 879-1960 (national) or 
(651) 695-2717 (Minnesota); or e-mail memberservices@aan.
com; or see http://www.aan.com.

CALL FOR PAPERS
The Institute for Functional Medicine is accepting papers for 

its “14th International Symposium on Functional Medicine,” to 
be held in Tucson, Ariz., May 23–26. Deadline for submission is 
Aug. 15.

Contact Dr. David S. Jones, Institute for Functional Medicine, 
P.O. Box 1697, Gig Harbor, WA 98335; or e-mail dsjones@
mind.net; or see http://www.functionalmedicine.org/eduprog/
symp_next.asp; or fax (253) 853-6766.

NORTH CAROLINA OCCUPATIONAL SAFETY 
AND HEALTH EDUCATION & RESEARCH CENTER

The following courses will be offered in Chapel Hill, N.C., 
unless otherwise indicated: “Supervising Lead Abatement 
Programs” (refresher course, Aug. 21); “Asbestos Operations 
and Maintenance” (Sept. 11 and 12); “Comprehensive Industrial 
Hygiene (CIH) Review Course” (Sept. 18–22); “Building 
Inspection and Management Planning for Asbestos” (Oct. 2–6; 
refresher course, Sept. 7); “Supervising Asbestos Abatement 
Projects” (Oct. 23–27; refresher course, Sept. 6); and “Certified 
Safety Professional (CSP) Review Course” (Nov. 13–17).

Contact Occupational Safety and Health Education & Research 
Center, University of North Carolina, 3300 Hwy. 54 W., Chapel 
Hill, NC 27516-8264; or call (888) 235-3320 (national) or (919) 
962-2101 (North Carolina); or fax (919) 966-7579; or see http://
www.sph.unc.edu/osherc/; or e-mail oshercww@sph.unc.edu.

12TH WORLD CONGRESS ON PAIN
The congress will be held in Glasgow, Scotland, Aug. 17–22. 

It is sponsored by the International Association for the Study of 
Pain.

Contact Elizabeth Twiss, 909 NE 43rd St., Suite 306, Seattle, 
WA 98105-6020; or call (206) 547-6409; or fax (206) 547-1703; 
or e-mail liz@iasp-pain.org; or see http://www.iasp-pain.org or 
http://www.painbooks.org.
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