
n engl j med 356;10  www.nejm.org  march 8, 2007988

original article

A Pooled Analysis of Data Comparing Sirolimus-
Eluting Stents with Bare-Metal Stents

Patients in four randomized trials comparing sirolimus-
eluting coronary-artery stents and bare-metal stents 
were included in a pooled analysis. At 4 years, there 
were no significant differences in the rates of death, 
myocardial infarction, or stent thrombosis between 
the two groups. A subgroup analysis suggested that 
mortality was higher among patients with diabetes re-
ceiving a sirolimus-eluting stent than among those re-
ceiving a bare-metal stent.

See P. 989; Editorial, P. 1059

Original Article

Safety and Efficacy of Sirolimus-  
and Paclitaxel-Eluting Coronary Stents

A pooled analysis was performed comparing drug-
eluting stents with bare-metal stents in terms of safety 
and efficacy, using data from four sirolimus-stent trials 
and five paclitaxel-stent trials. Between 1 and 4 years, 
stent thrombosis occurred more frequently with both 
drug-eluting stents. There were no differences between 
either drug-eluting stent and the bare-metal stent in 
rates of death or myocardial infarction.

See p. 998; Editorial, P. 1059; CME, P. 1087

Original Article

Long-Term Outcomes with Drug-Eluting Stents 
versus Bare-Metal Stents in Sweden

In this large Swedish study of patients with coronary 
angioplasty, drug-eluting stents were associated with a 
higher rate of death than bare-metal stents. The higher 
death rate (and composite of death and myocardial in-
farction) became apparent after 6 months. The authors 
suggest that these findings, which might have been 
related to the discontinuation of clopidogrel therapy, 
raise uncertainty about the long-term safety of drug-
eluting stents.

See P. 1009; Editorial, P. 1059

Original Article

Stent Thrombosis in Randomized Clinical Trials  
of Drug-Eluting Stents

Stent thrombosis is a serious complication of treatment 
with coronary stents. In an analysis using data readjudi-
cated according to criteria set by the Academic Research 

Consortium, the authors found no increased risk of 
stent thrombosis with either sirolimus-eluting stents or 
paclitaxel-eluting stents, as compared with bare-metal 
stents. However, the power to detect small differences 
in the risk of stent thrombosis was limited.

See P. 1020; Editorial, P. 1059

Original Article

Analysis of 14 Trials Comparing Sirolimus-Eluting 
Stents with Bare-Metal Stents 

Sirolimus-eluting coronary-artery stents were com-
pared with bare-metal stents in a pooled analysis of 14 
randomized trials. There were no significant differ-
ences in the rates of death or myocardial infarction. 
The early reduction in target-lesion revascularization 
with the sirolimus-eluting stent was sustained. Rates 
of stent thrombosis with the sirolimus-eluting stent 
were at least as high as those with bare-metal stents.

See P. 1030; Editorial, P. 1059

Clinical Practice

Pediatric Strabismus 

A healthy 3-year-old boy presents with a 6-month his-
tory of strabismus in his left eye. The visible inward 
deviation of the eye began intermittently but is now 
constant. His visual acuity is 20/20 in the right eye but 
only 20/100 in the left eye. The physical examination is 
otherwise normal. How should he be treated?

See P. 1040; CME, P. 1085

Case Records of the Massachusetts GEneral Hospital

A 59-Year-Old Woman with Diabetic Renal 
Disease and Nonhealing Skin Ulcers

A 59-year-old woman with diabetic renal disease was 
admitted to the hospital because of nonhealing painful 
ulcers on the right leg and foot. An ulcer on the heel 
had developed 6 years earlier and persisted despite lo-
cal treatment, with development of osteomyelitis re-
fractory to antibiotic therapy. A few months before ad-
mission, new painful ulcers developed on the right hip 
and thigh. A procedure was performed.

See P. 1049; CME, P. 1086

Sounding Board

Ethical Challenges Posed by the Solicitation  
of Deceased and Living Organ Donors

Given the shortage of transplantable organs, some 
potential recipients are going to great lengths to find 
organ donors on their own. This article reviews the 
medical, ethical, and public policy issues involved in 
solicitation, and it suggests possible solutions.

See P. 1062
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