
T h e  n e w  e ngl a nd  j o u r na l  o f  m e dic i n e

n engl j med 356;2  www.nejm.org  january 11, 2007196

operatively. Thus far, she has lost almost 50 lb 
(23 kg), or 50% of her excess body weight. The 
hypertension, type 2 diabetes, and laboratory evi-
dence of fatty liver disease have all resolved, and 
the dyslipidemia is now very mild.
Alison G. Hoppin, M.D. 
Lee M. Kaplan, M.D., Ph.D.
Massachusetts General Hospital 
Boston, MA 02114

Gunay-Aygun M, Schwartz S, Heeger S, O’Riordan MA, Cas-1.	
sidy SB. The changing purpose of Prader-Willi syndrome clinical 

diagnostic criteria and proposed revised criteria. Pediatrics 2001; 
108(5):E92.

Magiakou MA, Mastorakos G, Oldfield EH, et al. Cushing’s 2.	
syndrome in children and adolescents: presentation, diagnosis, 
and therapy. N Engl J Med 1994;331:629-36.

The Rotterdam ESHRE/ASRM-Sponsored PCOS Consensus 3.	
Workshop Group. Revised 2003 consensus on diagnostic criteria 
and long-term health risks related to polycystic ovary syndrome 
(PCOS). Hum Reprod 2004;19:41-7.

Franks S. Polycystic ovary syndrome: a changing perspective. 4.	
Clin Endocrinol (Oxf) 1989;31:87-120.

Venturoli S, Porcu E, Fabbri R, et al. Menstrual irregularities 5.	
in adolescents: hormonal pattern and ovarian morphology. Horm 
Res 1986;24:269-79.

Injuries after a Typhoon in China
To the Editor: On August 12, 2004, a huge ty-
phoon named Rananim struck the east coast of 
China. The Chinese Field Epidemiology Training 
Program investigated to ascertain the rate of and 
risk factors for typhoon-related injuries in an af-
fected coastal city.

We defined an injury case as any case involv-
ing hospitalization of a patient between August 12 
and 14, 2004, for any of 10 types of typhoon-
related injury,1 and death as any death from such 
an injury occurring between August 12 and 18, 
2004. We investigated all hospitalized patients and 
telephoned discharged patients and surrogates 
for those who had died. We matched 2 neighbor-
hood controls to each of 74 randomly selected 

hospitalized patients with injuries according to 
occupation, sex, village, and age.

We identified 442 injured patients in 10 hos-
pitals; 50 of these patients died (injury rate, 27 
per 100,000 persons; death rate, 3 per 100,000). 
The injury rate was higher among men than 
among women (42 vs. 28 per 100,000, P<0.001), 
but the rate among male and female children 
younger than 5 years of age was the same. The 
rate increased according to age (from 20 per 
100,000 for those <20 years of age to 75 per 
100,000 for those >70 years). Of 240 injury cases 
investigated, 155 (65%) involved injuries sustained 
during the first 6 hours (peak, 4) of the typhoon, 
before it made landfall (Fig. 1). The number of 
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Figure 1. Distribution of 240 Injury Cases According to Wind Speed and Rainfall during Typhoon Rananim.
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