The NEW ENGLAND JOURNAL of MEDICINE

IMAGES IN CLINICAL MEDICINE

Contraceptive Failure

60-YEAR-OLD SOMALIAN WOMAN PRESENTED TO THE EMERGENCY DE-  Fred C. Cobey, M.D., M.P.H.
partment with pain in the upper abdomen. Her medical history was notable Hiroo Takayama, M.D.
for the placement of an intrauterine device (IUD) while she was living in o )
. . . . University of Washington
Somalia. After the placement of the IUD, she continued to have children. Radiogra- ., e, WA 98195
phy of the abdomen showed an IUD in the left upper quadrant. Further evaluation fcobey@partners.org
revealed that she had cholecystitis. The IUD was easily removed during the laparo-
scopic cholecystectomy. The incidence of uterine perforation and migration of IlUDs
is approximately 1 to 2 cases per 1000 insertions. During puerperium, when the
uterus is small and thin, there is an increased risk of perforation. Perforation is often
silent, and the TUD is detected only after injury to other organs or incidentally by
imaging.
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