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original article

Pulsed Corticosteroid Therapy for Primary 
Treatment of Kawasaki Disease

Children with Kawasaki disease are at risk for the devel-
opment of coronary-artery aneurysms. Standard thera-
py for this disorder includes intravenous immune 
globulin and aspirin. This study shows that, as com-
pared with placebo, the addition of a single pulsed dose 
of intravenous methylprednisolone has no further ben-
eficial effect over that of standard therapy and there-
fore cannot be recommended for routine treatment.

See P. 663; Perspective, P. 659

Original Article

Endoscopic versus Surgical Drainage  
of the Pancreatic Duct in Chronic Pancreatitis

In this randomized trial of 39 patients with chronic pan-
creatitis and a distal obstruction of the pancreatic duct, 
surgical drainage was more effective at reducing pain 
than was endoscopic drainage. Complete or partial relief 
of pain was achieved in 32% of patients assigned to endo-
scopic treatment and 75% of those assigned to surgery.

See P. 676; Editorial, P. 727; CME, P. 763

Original Article

Live Attenuated versus Inactivated Influenza 
Vaccine in Infants and Young Children

An intranasally administered influenza vaccine may be 
useful in efforts toward universal vaccination of children 
less than 5 years of age. In this trial involving 8352 young 
children, the attack rate for symptomatic influenza was 
5% with the live attenuated vaccine, as compared with 
10% with the inactivated influenza vaccine administered 
intramuscularly. However, with the live vaccine, as com-
pared with the inactivated influenza vaccine, there was a 
higher rate of hospitalization for any cause among chil-
dren younger than 12 months of age.

See P. 685; Editorial, P. 729

Brief Report

Inheritance of a Cancer-Associated MLH1  
Germ-Line Epimutation 

Epigenetic silencing of the MLH1 gene, which repairs 
errors in DNA, is a feature of hereditary nonpolyposis 
colorectal cancer and usually occurs only in tumor 

cells. This study identified two women with this syn-
drome who had germ-line epigenetic silencing of MLH1. 
One of these women transmitted her silenced MLH1 
allele to one of her sons, but the epigenetic change was 
erased in his spermatozoa. Germ-line transmission of 
an epigenetic modification of a gene is a novel form of 
inheritance of a cancer-susceptibility gene.

See p. 697; Editorial, P. 731

Current Concepts

Perioperative Stroke

Stroke is one of the most feared complications of sur-
gery. This article reviews the pathophysiology of peri-
operative stroke, explains risk-factor stratification, and 
provides guidance on risk reduction — for example, in 
patients with carotid stenosis. The review also sum-
marizes the management of stroke in the perioperative 
period.

See p. 706; CME, P. 761

Case Records of the Massachusetts General HOspital

A 53-Year-Old Man with a Prosthetic Aortic Valve 
and Fatigue, Dyspnea, Weight Loss, and Sweats

A 53-year-old man was admitted to the hospital with a 
4-month history of worsening fatigue, dyspnea, weight 
loss, and sweats. Four years earlier, aortic-valve replace-
ment surgery had been performed for severe aortic 
insufficiency, which recurred 3 months later, requiring 
replacement of the prosthetic valve. Evaluation during 
the current admission showed splenomegaly and an ab-
normal echocardiogram. A procedure was performed.

See P. 715; CME, P. 762

Health Policy Report

Medicaid Revisited — Skirmishes over a Vast 
Public Enterprise

The author describes new Medicaid policies signed 
into law on February 8, 2006, as part of the Deficit Re-
duction Act of 2005. This act permits states to impose 
more cost-sharing on beneficiaries, reduce benefits, 
and deny nursing home benefits to persons with sub-
stantial equity in their homes.

See P. 734

Clinical Implications of Basic Research

Figuring Out Follicular Lymphoma

The normal B cells that have the t(14;18) translocation 
in healthy persons may be primed to proliferate by sur-
face immune receptors.

See P. 741
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