NOTICES

ticular relevance to medicine. One is chapter 4,
“The Urban Physical Environment and Its Effects
on Health,” written by two social scientists and a
physician who have both medical and social sci-
ence degrees. These contributors offer refreshingly
concrete data about the improvement in mortal-
ity achieved in New York City since 1800. They at-
tribute this public health success to specific inter-
ventions in sanitation, housing, land use, and
regulation of water and air quality, but they cau-
tion that much remains to be done. Likewise,
chapter 8, “Cities, Suburbs, and Urban Sprawl:
Their Impact on Health,” written by another con-
tributor who has both medical and public health
credentials, documents the problems introduced
by the automobile, which has led to the suburban-
ization of most American cities, urban sprawl, loss
of farmland, and many other health-related phys-
ical and social changes.

In brief, this is a book that will be of interest
to social scientists but also worth consulting for
physicians with practices that involve urban health.
The distance between the social sciences and
medicine can also be recognized in medicine and
medical education. The creation of separate schools
of public health at the beginning of the 20th cen-
tury gave a valuable boost to the discovery of the
specific causes of several important diseases, as
well as to their prevention and treatment. Howev-
er, it also contributed to the reduced emphasis on
public health in the curricula of most medical
schools and in the awareness of most practicing
physicians.

Amasa B. Ford, M.D.

Case Western Reserve University
Cleveland, OH 44106
Book Reviews Copyright © 2007 Massachusetts Medical Society.

CORRECTION

Obesity and Diabetes in the Developing World — A Growing
Challenge (January 18, 2007;356:213-5). The second sentence
of the article (page 213) should have read “About 18 million
people die every year from cardiovascular disease,” rather than
“58 million.” Also, the last sentence of the same paragraph
should have read “This task force and the World Health Orga-
nization (WHO) have revised the definition of obesity to adjust
for ethnic differences, and this broader definition may reflect
an even higher prevalence — with 1.7 billion people classified
as overweight worldwide,” rather than “with 1.7 billion chil-
dren classified.” The text has been corrected on the Journal’s
Web site at www.nejm.org.
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BAYLOR COLLEGE OF MEDICINE

The following courses will be offered in Houston: “Environ-
mental Health is a VERB! Building Healthy Children” (March
16); “29th Annual Pediatric Postgraduate Symposium” (April
19-21); “Lung Health Update 2007” (April 21); “New Horizons
in Fetal Care” (April 26 and 27); “Comprehensive Management
of the Pediatric Ear” (May 18 and 19); and “5th Annual Current
Trends in Cardiothoracic Surgery” (June 1 and 2).

Contact Office of CME, Baylor College of Medicine, 1 Baylor
Plaza, MS: BCM 155, Houston, TX 77030; or call (713) 798-
8237; or fax (713) 798-7955; or e-mail cme@bcm.tmc.edu; or
see http://www.cme.bcm.tmc.edu.

15TH EUROPEAN CONGRESS OF PSYCHIATRY
The congress will be held in Madrid, March 17-21. It is
presented by the Association of European Psychiatrists.
Contact Natalie Shabi, Kenes International, 17 Rue du
Cendrier, P.O. Box 1726, CH-1211 Geneva 1, Switzerland; or
call (41) 22 908 0488; or fax (41) 22 732 2850; or e-mail
aep2007@kenes.com; or see http://www.kenes.com/aep2007.

CARS 2007

The “21st International Congress and Exhibition of Com-
puter Assisted Radiology and Surgery” will be held in Berlin,
June 27-30.

Contact CARS Conference Office, Im Gut 15, 79790 Kuessa-
berg, Germany; or call (49) 7742-922 434; or fax (49) 7742-922
438; or e-mail office@cars-int.org; or see http://[www.cars-int.
org.

MAYO CLINIC COLLEGE OF MEDICINE

The following courses will be offered in Amelia Island, FL,
unless otherwise indicated: “Electromyography and Electroen-
cephalography in Clinical Practice” (March 7-11); “17th An-
nual Clinical Nutrition” (Savannah, GA, April 11-15); “Clinical
Reviews and Primary Care Update” (June 17-22); “17th Annual
Hematology Oncology Reviews” (July 31-Aug. 4); “Advances
and Changing Trends in Medicine” (Miami Beach, FL, Aug.
6-8); and “Cancer and Cardiology in Primary Care” (Asheville,
NG, Oct. 11-13).

Contact Mayo Clinic College of Medicine, School of Con-
tinuing Medical Education, Davis Bldg. 172-W, 4500 San Pablo
Rd., Jacksonville, FL 32224; or call (800) 462-9633; or fax (904)
953-2954; or e-mail cme-jax@mayo.edu; or see http://www.
mayo.edu/cme.

INFANTILE SEIZURE SOCIETY

The 10th Annual Meeting, entitled “International Sympo-
sium on Biology of Seizure Susceptibility,” will be held in To-
kyo, April 7 and 8.

Contact Dr. Takao Takahashi, Dept. of Pediatrics, Keio Uni-
versity, 35 Shinanomachi, Shinjuku-ku, Tokyo 160-8582, Japan;
or call (81) 3 5363 3815; or fax (81) 3 3356 7022; or e-mail
ttakahashi@z3.keio.jp; or see http://[www.iss-jpn.info.
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