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A 20-year-old man presented for consideration of repair of a 
rectal prolapse that had been present since birth. Physical examination re-
vealed hyperelasticity of the skin (Panel A) with easy bruisability, hypermobil-

ity of the joints (Panel B), and a rectal prolapse of about 15 cm in length, which was 
easily reducible. Results of laboratory tests and chromosome studies were normal. 
Results of a skin biopsy showed disorganization of collagen bundles in the dermis. 
The diagnosis of the Ehlers–Danlos syndrome was made. None of the patient’s 
family members had the disease or similar findings on physical examination. No 
evaluation for vascular abnormalities was performed. Surgery was deferred, given the 
mild nature of the rectal prolapse and concern that the patient was at increased risk 
for surgical complications. He received conservative treatment and has done well for 
more than 6 years.
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