THIS WEEK in
the JOURNAL

ORIGINAL ARTICLE

Clinical Outcomes of Breast Cancer in Carriers

of BRCA1 and BRCA2 Mutations

In a retrospective, registry-based study of breast cancer
in Israel, 10% of Ashkenazi women with breast cancer
had a mutation in either BRCA1 or BRCAZ2. Breast-can-
cer—specific survival was similar among carriers and
noncarriers of these mutations.

SEE P. 115; EDITORIAL, P. 175; CME, P. 207

ORIGINAL ARTICLE
Peginterferon and Ribavirin for 16 or 24 Weeks
in Chronic Hepatitis C

In patients with chronic hepatitis C virus genotype 2 or
3 participating in this randomized trial, the sustained
virologic response rate was higher with 24 weeks of
peginterferon and ribavirin than with 16 weeks of
treatment (70% vs. 62%, P<0.001). In the subgroup
of patients with a rapid virologic response, sustained
response rates were 85% in the 24-week group and
79% in the 16-week group (P=0.02).

SEE P. 124, EDITORIAL, P. 176

ORIGINAL ARTICLE

Neural-Tube Defects and Folic Acid Fortification
in Canada

In 1998, fortification of cereal products with folic acid
became mandatory in Canada. The authors assessed
the prevalence of neural-tube defects in seven Canadi-
an provinces before and after the implementation of
folic acid fortification; they found that the rate of de-
fects was reduced almost by half and that the magni-
tude of reduction was proportional to the prefortifica-
tion baseline rate in each province. These data are
evidence of beneficial effects of food fortification with
folic acid on rates of neural-tube defects in Canada.

SEE P. 135

SPECIAL ARTICLE

Medicare Services and Costs for Previously
Uninsured Adults

Using longitudinal self-reported data about health care
use from 1992 to 2004, this study showed that adults
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who were uninsured before becoming eligible for Medi-
care had higher health care use after the age of 65 years
than those who were previously insured. These findings
suggest that the additional cost of providing Medicare
coverage before age 65 may be offset by reductions in
Medicare costs after age 65.

SEE P. 143

CLINICAL PRACTICE
Management of an Inherited Predisposition
to Breast Cancer

A healthy 33-year-old woman comes to establish care.
She has no breast symptoms, her age at menarche was
14 years, and she has no children. She notes a family
history of early-onset breast cancer in her sister, moth-
er, and maternal aunt. Her maternal grandfather died
of prostate cancer. What screening and risk-reduction
strategies would you advise?

SEE P. 154; CME, P. 205

CASE RECORDS OF THE MASSACHUSETTS GENERAL HOSPITAL

A 58-Year-Old Woman with Headaches,
Weakness, and Strokelike Episodes

A 58-year-old woman was admitted to this hospital be-
cause of a recent history of progressive fatigue and
right-sided weakness, with headache and word-finding
difficulty. Similar episodes had occurred over the pre-
vious 3 years, with increasing frequency and with resid-
ual right-sided weakness. She had a 30-year history of
type 1 diabetes, complicated by retinopathy, neuropa-
thy with gastroparesis, nephropathy, and cardiovascular
disease. Symptoms of gastroparesis progressed; the
patient refused further care and died. An autopsy was
performed.

SEE P. 164; CME, P. 206

SPECIAL REPORT
Primary Care and Pay for Performance in England

In 2004, the United Kingdom invested $3.2 billion in a
new program to reward general practitioners for the
delivery of high-quality care. The authors examine lon-
gitudinal data on quality and report that the incentive
program may have prompted a modest improvement
in the quality of care for two of the three chronic condi-
tions they studied.

SEE P. 181
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