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Dexamethasone for Bronchiolitis 

Infants with a first episode of wheezing diagnosed as 
bronchiolitis are often treated with oral dexametha-
sone. In this trial, children with bronchiolitis and no 
history of asthma received oral dexamethasone or 
placebo. There were no clinically significant differenc-
es in outcomes between the two groups.

See P. 331; Editorial, P. 402; CME, P. 431
Original Article

Salvage Therapy for Metastatic Germ-Cell Tumors 

This article summarizes the experience of a single insti-
tution in treating patients with metastatic testicular tu-
mors that did not respond to cisplatin-based chemo-
therapy. High-dose chemotherapy with hematopoietic 
stem-cell rescue was potentially curative in such cases.

See P. 340
Original Article

Partial Thrombosis of the False Lumen  
in Type B Aortic Dissection

A cohort of 201 patients with type B acute aortic dis-
section was classified according to whether the false 
lumen of the aorta was patent, partially thrombosed, 
or completely thrombosed. Patients with partial throm-
bosis had a significantly higher mortality rate at 3 years.

See P. 349
Original Article

Toxicity of Rofecoxib in Colorectal Cancer

In this clinical trial, rofecoxib (25 mg per day) was stud-
ied in the prevention of recurrent colorectal cancer. 
Although the median duration of study treatment was 
only 7.4 months, rofecoxib therapy was associated with 
an increased risk of cardiovascular adverse events (rel-
ative risk as compared with placebo, 2.66; P = 0.04). 
The results indicate that even short-term treatment 
with rofecoxib may result in cardiovascular toxicity.

See P. 360
Special Article

The Spread of Obesity in a Large Social Network

This article, which describes the person-to-person spread 
of obesity as a potential contributing factor in the U.S. 
obesity epidemic, analyzes a densely interconnected 
social network, using repeated assessments performed 
from 1971 to 2003 as part of the Framingham Heart 

Study. Social-network phenomena seem relevant to 
obesity, which appears to spread through social ties.

See P. 370; Editorial, P. 404
Clinical Practice

MRSA Skin and Soft-Tissue Infections 

A 37-year-old man presents with localized swelling and 
tenderness of the left leg just below the knee; he sus-
pects a spider bite. Examination shows a 5-by-7-cm area 
of erythema and warmth. A small area of necrotic skin 
covers a central, fluctuant 2-by-2-cm area. The tem-
perature is 38.3°C, the pulse rate 115 beats per minute, 
and the blood pressure 116/78 mm Hg. 

See P. 380; CME, P. 429
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A Boy with Bone Pain, Rash, and Gingival 
Hypertrophy

A 9-year-old boy with autism was admitted to the hos-
pital because of pain in the hip, rash, and swelling of 
the gingiva. Three months earlier, pain in his right hip 
developed, and he eventually refused to walk. Physical 
examination disclosed no joint swelling, and radio-
graphs of the pelvis and spine were normal. Indometh-
acin was prescribed; the pain improved, but a petechial 
rash on the legs and gingival swelling developed. 

See P. 392; CME, P. 430
Health Law, Ethics, and Human Rights

Cancer and the Constitution

The Abigail Alliance for Better Access to Developmen-
tal Drugs sued the FDA, objecting to its policy prohib-
iting the sale of unapproved drugs and arguing that 
terminally ill patients with cancer should have access 
to experimental treatments after phase 1 studies. The 
author discusses this case and explains why he thinks 
a ruling in favor of the Abigail Alliance is unlikely.

see P. 408
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Face Mask and Bag-Valve Ventilation

Providing positive-pressure ven-
tilation with a face mask and a 
bag-valve device can be a life-
saving maneuver. Although 
seemingly simple, the technique 
requires an understanding of 
the airway anatomy, the equip-
ment, and the indications. This video demonstrates the 
equipment and technique used to provide positive-
pressure ventilation with a face mask and a bag-valve 
device.

See P. e4

  

Copyright © 2007 Massachusetts Medical Society. All rights reserved. 
Downloaded from www.nejm.org on December 2, 2009 . For personal use only. No other uses without permission. 


