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A healthy 26-year-old driver had 
routine laboratory tests performed to re-
new his driver’s license. Hematuria (3+) 

was incidentally noted. He reported having had 
no urinary tract symptoms. Abdominal radiogra-
phy of the kidneys, ureters, and bladder showed 
large bladder stones (Panel A, with a Foley cath-
eter tube visible). During cystotomy, two large 
stones, measuring 8 cm and 3 cm in diameter, 
were removed (Panel B). These stones were found 
to contain both calcium phosphate and uric acid 
and were infected with Proteus mirabilis. No struc-
tural bladder-outlet obstruction or other anatom-
ical abnormalities were identified. The patient 
recovered quickly from the surgery and was dis-
charged 2 days after the procedure. The infection 
was treated with 500 mg of ciprofloxacin twice 
daily. Whereas a small stone (only millimeters in 
size) often causes significant pain as it travels 
through a narrow ureter, bladder calculi may be-
come large and yet not cause symptoms.
Copyright © 2007 Massachusetts Medical Society.

Asymptomatic Bladder Stones

Yahya Daneshbod, M.D.

Dr. Daneshbod Pathology Laboratory 
Shiraz 71347, Iran 
daneshbk@yahoo.com

22p3

AUTHOR

FIGURE

JOB: ISSUE:

4-C
H/T

RETAKE 1st

2nd

SIZE

ICM

CASE

EMail Line
H/T
Combo

Revised

AUTHOR, PLEASE NOTE:
 Figure has been redrawn and type has been reset.

Please check carefully.

REG F

FILL

TITLE
3rd

Enon ARTIST:

Daneshbod

a&b

8-9-07

mst

35706

A

B

Copyright © 2007 Massachusetts Medical Society. All rights reserved. 
Downloaded from www.nejm.org on December 2, 2009 . For personal use only. No other uses without permission. 


