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Thunderstorms and iPods — Two Reports of the Same Case
To the Editor: After we submitted our letter 
about thunderstorms and iPods to the Journal 
(July 12 issue),1 other authors from our hospi-
tal published a separate report about the same 
case,2 unbeknownst to us when we submitted 
our letter. Their report was published in May,  
3 months after we completed the literature 
search for our letter. We regret this duplica-
tion. We were unaware of the other author 
group.
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instructions for letters to the editor

Letters to the Editor are considered for publication, subject to editing and abridgment, provided they do not contain material 
that has been submitted or published elsewhere. Please note the following: •Letters in reference to a Journal article must not 
exceed 175 words (excluding references) and must be received within 3 weeks after publication of the article. Letters not 
related to a Journal article must not exceed 400 words. All letters must be submitted over the Internet at http://authors.nejm.org. 
•A letter can have no more than five references and one figure or table. •A letter can be signed by no more than three authors. 
•Financial associations or other possible conflicts of interest must be disclosed. (Such disclosures will be published with the 
letters. For authors of Journal articles who are responding to letters, this information appears in the published articles.) 
•Include your full mailing address, telephone number, fax number, and e-mail address with your letter.  

Our Web site: http://authors.nejm.org

We cannot acknowledge receipt of your letter, but we will notify you when we have made a decision about publication. Letters 
that do not adhere to these instructions will not be considered. Rejected letters and figures will not be returned. We are unable 
to provide prepublication proofs. Submission of a letter constitutes permission for the Massachusetts Medical Society, its 
licensees, and its assignees to use it in the Journal’s various print and electronic publications and in collections, revisions, and 
any other form or medium.
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