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URINARY STONE DISEASE:
THE PRACTICAL GUIDE TO MEDICAL
AND SURGICAL MANAGEMENT

(Current Clinical Urology.) Edited by Marshall L. Stoller
and Maxwell V. Meng. 694 pp., illustrated. Totowa, NJ,
Humana Press, 2007. $189. ISBN 978-1-58829-219-3.

TONE DISEASE OF THE URINARY TRACT IS

one of the most common reasons for hospital-
ization in the United States. The lifetime risk of
stone formation is estimated to be between 5 and
10%. The medical and surgical approaches to the
treatment of stones in the urinary tract have been
written about since antiquity. In the past few
decades, technological developments have result-
ed in considerable advances in the surgical treat-
ment of urinary tract stones.

Marshall Stoller and Maxwell Meng have
brought together a who’s who of recognized uri-
nary stone experts from the United States and
other countries in a book that covers the history,
chemistry, evaluation, and treatment of urinary
stones. It is not a textbook, but instead a series
of articles focused on individual topics related to
urinary tract stones. Most of the authors are urolo-
gists, so the book tends to emphasize the surgical
approaches to treatment, and most of the chapters
are authored cooperatively by junior and senior
faculty persons. This format results in varied writ-
ing styles among chapters.

The medical approaches to the treatment of
recurrent stone disease are not well delineated in
this book, and they are buried in the chapters
within the section on metabolism. The surgical
chapters, however, are comprehensive and give a
good overview of treatment options, outcomes,
limitations, and potential complications. This com-
pendium would have been enhanced by more
comprehensive discussions of approaches to the
prevention of recurrent stone disease and of risk
factors for developing stones, as well as delineation
of what is not known about stone disease.

The book is not a “how-to” guide for practition-
ers, but it is an excellent academic review of up-
to-date knowledge about stone disease. It will be
useful not only to urologists, but also to other
clinical specialists who treat patients with stone
disease — such as emergency room clinicians,
nephrologists, endocrinologists, and generalists.
It provides reliable information about treatment
and prognosis that will be helpful to practition-

ers when they discuss chronic stone disease with
patients and their families.
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CORRECTION

Nasal CPAP or Intubation at Birth for Very Preterm Infants (Feb-
ruary 14, 2008;358:700-8). The article should have included the
following acknowledgment: “We thank Katherine Smith, statisti-
cian at the Clinical Epidemiology and Biostatistics Unit, Mur-
doch Children’s Research Institute, Melbourne, for performing
the main statistical analysis.” The article has been corrected on
the Journal’s Web site at www.nejm.org. We regret the error.

NOTICES

Notices submitted for publication should contain a mailing
address and telephone number of a contact person or depart-
ment. We regret that we are unable to publish all notices
received. Notices also appear on the Journal’s Web site
(www.nejm.org|meetings). The listings can be viewed in
their entirety or searched by location, month, or key word.

HIV MANAGEMENT 2008 THE NEW YORK COURSE
The course will be offered in New York, April 25 and 26.
Contact The New York Course, 1000 Franklin Village Dr.,
Suite 103, Franklin, MA 02038; or call (888) 391-3996; or fax
(508) 528-7880; or e-mail info@newyorkcourse.com; or see
http://[www.newyorkcourse.com.

NEW YORK HEADACHE CENTER

The “20th Annual Symposium on Treatment of Headaches
and Facial Pain” will be held in New York on April 27.

Contact Dr. Alexander Mauskop, New York Headache Cen-
ter, 30 E. 76th St., New York, NY 10021; or call (212) 794-3550;
or fax (212) 794-0591; or e-mail nyheadache@aol.com.

EUROPEAN SOCIETY OF CONTRACEPTION

The 10th Congress, entitled “Non-Contraceptive Impact of
Contraception and Family Planning,” will be held in Prague,
Czech Republic, April 30-May 3.

Contact Peter Erard, European Society of Contraception,
Opalfeneweg 3, 1740 Ternat, Belgium; or call (32) 2 582 08 52;
or fax (32) 2 582 55 15; or e-mail congress@contraception-esc.
com or esccentraloffice@contraception-esc.com; or see http://
www.contraception-esc.com.

AMERICAN RADIUM SOCIETY

The “90th Annual Meeting” will be held in Laguna Niguel,
CA, May 3-7.

Contact the American Radium Society, 11300 W. Olympic
Blvd., Suite 600, Los Angeles, CA 90064; or call (310) 437-0581;
or e-mail info@americanradiumsociety.org; or see http://www.
americanradiumsociety.org.
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