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A 62-year-old man reported having had fatigue, fever, and 
cramping abdominal pain for 7 days. He also reported that he had 
recently eaten raw pond smelt (Hypomesus olidus). The results of liver-

function tests were abnormal, showing elevated levels of aspartate amino-
transferase (350 IU per liter), alanine aminotransferase (352 IU per liter), al-
kaline phosphatase (204 IU per liter), γ-glutamyltransferase (434 IU per liter), 
total bilirubin (6.4 mg per deciliter [109 µmol per liter]), and conjugated biliru-
bin (3.9 mg per deciliter [67 µmol per liter]). The white-cell count was also el-
evated (13,000 per cubic millimeter), and there was eosinophilia (27%). A 
computed tomographic scan of the abdomen showed dilatation of the com-
mon bile duct without definite filling defects. Given our concern that the 
patient might have acute cholangitis, a duodenoscopy was performed, and a 
prominent major papilla was discovered. After cannulation of the common 
bile duct, numerous leaf-shaped worms popped out (see video) and were sub-
sequently identified as Clonorchis sinensis (also called Opisthorchis sinensis). The 
patient was given praziquantel and had a quick and uneventful recovery. The 
clinical manifestations of clonorchiasis tend to reflect the worm burden and 
the duration of infection. Clonorchis may persist in the biliary tree for de
cades, and prolonged infestation is associated with the development of cholan-
giocarcinoma. Acute cholangitis and pancreatitis are rare but important com-
plications of C. sinensis infestation.
Copyright © 2008 Massachusetts Medical Society. 

Clonorchis sinensis

Do Hyun Park, M.D., Ph.D. 
Hyun-Young Son, M.D.

University of Ulsan College of Medicine 
138-736, Seoul, South Korea 
dhpark@amc.seoul.kr

AUTHOR

FIGURE

:EUSSI :BOJ

4-C
H/T

RETAKE 1st

2nd

SIZE

ICM

CASE

EMail Line
H/T
Combo

Revised

AUTHOR, PLEASE NOTE:
Figure has been redrawn and type has been reset.

Please check carefully.

REG F

FILL

TITLE
3rd

Enon ARTIST:

Park

1a

04-17-08

mleahy

35816

22p3

e18

Copyright © 2008 Massachusetts Medical Society. All rights reserved. 
Downloaded from www.nejm.org on November 16, 2009 . For personal use only. No other uses without permission. 


