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A 71-year-old-man presented to the emergency department with 
dizziness, progressive lethargy, and confusion, which he reported having had 
for the past 10 days. A complete blood count showed pancytopenia. A periph-

eral-blood smear (Panel A) and bone marrow aspirate (Panel B) are shown. What is 
the diagnosis? 

Editor’s note: We invite our readers to submit their answers at www.nejm.org/
mystery. We will publish the diagnosis in the Correspondence section of the Decem-
ber 25, 2008, issue and e-mail it to everyone who submits an answer. All answers 
must be received by November 12, 2008.
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