
images in clinical medicine

T h e  n e w  e ngl a nd  j o u r na l  o f  m e dic i n e

n engl j med 359;5  www.nejm.org  july 31, 2008 e5

A 32-year-old hispanic woman with ocular albinism presented 
with a congenital horizontal pendular nystagmus (see video). Other than be-
ing fair-skinned, the patient had no cutaneous manifestations of albinism, 

and pigmentation of body hair was intact. The nystagmus was characterized by rapid 
saccades, but there was no null point, and it was worse on rightward gaze than on 
leftward gaze. The patient reported no oscillopsia (the sensation that viewed objects 
are moving back and forth). She had bilateral iris transillumination and foveal hy-
poplasia, and her bilateral visual acuity was 20/200. Two of the patient’s sisters also 
had ocular albinism; both had nystagmus, and one had cataracts. Ocular albinism 
is predominantly an X-linked disorder, though other forms exist. It occurs in ap-
proximately 1 in 50,000 people in the United States. Ocular albinism differs from 
oculocutaneous albinism (classic albinism) in that it mainly affects the eyes, with 
minimal skin involvement, whereas the latter disorder affects both the eyes and the 
skin. When there is macular involvement, the eye constantly searches for a clear im-
age, causing the pendular nystagmus.
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