NOTICES

portantly, each chapter focuses on and solidifies
specific concepts and controversies. Thus, the
book is a valuable resource when a question arises
in practice or when additional foundation is need-
ed in a specific area. Readers will gain a better
understanding of complex issues, which will hold
them in good stead in discussions with peers,
with research subjects, and with people thinking
of becoming participants in clinical research.

The book begins with a comprehensive exam-
ination of the historical precedents and events
that bring us to the present state of research
ethics and that shape its probable course in the
future. This material is followed by 10 sections
covering ethical aspects of areas such as codes
and guidance, scientific design issues, review and
oversight, selection of subjects, and informed con-
sent. The last two of these sections, which are of
particular interest and importance, cover multi-
national research and investigator behavior, in-
cluding discussions of conflicts of interest and
scientific misconduct.

This book supports physicians who seek to
perform real-world research in the most ethical
way. To paraphrase Henry Beecher in his semi-
nal article in the Journal, “Ethics and Clinical Re-
search” (N Engl J Med 1966;274:1354-60), the
ethical conduct of research principally depends
on the researcher acting in a responsible manner.
This book gives researchers a good grounding in
what those responsibilities are and why they are
important.

The attention paid to international perspectives
increases the book’s appeal. The editors state in
their introduction that they intentionally included
authors from as many different countries as they
could. It is refreshing to see that this enlightened
attitude extended even to the selection of the
photograph on the cover, which shows not a labo-
ratory with test tubes or a patient sitting on an
examination table but instead a researcher inter-
acting with a subject under a tree in a remote
village.

The book’s format is pleasing as well. There is
good use of headings and subheadings to assist
the reader who is looking for a specific topic.
There are also photographs, tables, and other
graphics that maintain interest and help the reader
consider ethical issues. Each chapter includes a
list of references that supports the text and pro-
vides readers interested in further exploration with
solid points of departure. Although social scien-

tists and behavioralists may feel somewhat slight-
ed, the book is perfect for an upper-level course
on clinical research ethics.

This book is a gem. The editors have admirably
met their goal of producing a book that is com-
prehensive, that provides a systematic analysis,
and that does so from a multicultural approach.

Gary L. Chadwick, Pharm.D., M.P.H.

University of Rochester
Rochester, NY 14642
gary_chadwick@urmc.rochester.edu
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CORRECTIONS

Bivalirudin versus Unfractionated Heparin during Percutane-
ous Coronary Intervention (August 14, 2008;359:688-96). In
Methods, in the second paragraph under Study Protocol (page
689), the third sentence should read, “Sheaths were removed and
manual compression was applied as soon as the activated par-
tial-thromboplastin time fell below 50 seconds.” The article
has been corrected on the Journal’s Web site at www.nejm.org.

Photo filler (July 3, 2008;359:42). The title of the photograph
printed on page 42 should have been Hyacinth Macaw rather
than Blue Toucan. We regret the error.

Keratoderma Blennorrhagica (May 15, 2008;358:2160). An ad-
ditional correction is described in the Correspondence section
of this issue of the Journal (Keratoderma Blennorrhagicum-like
Rash [August 28, 2008;359:974]).

NOTICES

Notices submitted for publication should contain a mailing
address and telephone number of a contact person or depart-
ment. We regret that we are unable to publish all notices
received. Notices also appear on the Journal's Web site
(www.nejm.org/meetings). The listings can be viewed in
their entirety or searched by location, month, or key word.

EMERGENCY MEDICINE (ZUSATZBEZEICHNUNG
NOTFALLMEDIZIN)

The course will be offered in Essen, Germany, Sept. 20-27.
It is presented by the Department of Anesthesia, University
Duisburg-Essen.

Contact Dr. Frank Herbstreit, Department of Anesthesiolo-
gy and Intensive Care Medicine, Universitaetsklinikum Essen,
Hufelandstrasse 55, 45122 Essen, Germany; or e-mail frank.
herbstreit@uk-essen.de.

50TH ANNUAL KAISER PERMANENTE PEDIATRIC
SYMPOSIUM

The symposium will be held in Palm Springs, CA, Oct. 31—
Nov. 2.

Contact Kaiser Permanente/Physician Education, 100 S. Los
Robles Ave., Suite 101, Pasadena, CA 91101; or call (626)
564-5338; or fax (626) 564-7774; or e-mail joyce.l.boyd@kp.
org; or see http://www.kpsymposia.com.
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